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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

Passengers from Habana admitted at southern ports on certificate of 
five days' medical observation at Triscornia quarantine station. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon von Ezdorf, at Louisiana quarantine, was 
instructed June 12 by the Bureau: 

Passengers arriving from Habana bearing certificates service officer 
that they have been detained under medical observation at Triscornia 
for five days preceding embarkation, and all well on arrival, may be 
passed without detention at southern quarantines. 

This information was sent on the same date to the service quaran- 
tine officers at Mobile, Ala. ; Tampa, Fla. ; Cape Charles, Va. ; Key 
West, Fla.; Charleston, S. C. ; Savannah, Ga. ; Brunswick, Ga. ; 
Biloxi, Miss.; and to Surgeon White at New Orleans, La., the State 
health officers of Florida and Texas, and the health officer at Mobile, 
Ala. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Correspondence relative to plague death at Marine Hospital, San 

Francisco, Cat. 

The following is received from Surgeon Austin: 

May 26. Patient from local steam tug admitted to hospital evening 
May 23, died suddenly this morning. Autopsy and microscopic 
examination, very suspicious, plague. Long ana Currie confirm this 
report. 

May 28. Surgeon Austin was directed by the Bureau: 

If case proves to be plague, trace as far as possible. The tug should 
be fumigated at quarantine. 

May 29 the following was received from Surgeon Austin: 
Investigation of the antecedents of O. T, the patient who died at 
this hospital of suspected plague, has developed the following facts: 

O. T. was employed as a sailor on the steam tug Wizard from March 
7 to May 23, and the vessel was in the harbor at San Francisco from 
April 27 to May 27. During this time O. T. and other members of 
the crew took their meals ashore. This information I immediatelj' 
reported to the board of health, and ] have been informed by the board 
that they have disinfected the building where the patient took his meals, 
and also that they are destroying rats in the neighborhood, at pier 15, 
where the boat lay, and at certain resorts in Chinatown, which it is 
known that the patient frequented. 
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They also state that they officially requested Passed Assistant Sur- 
geon W. C. Hobdy, the commanding officer at Angel Island Quaran- 
tine, to investigate the steam tug Wizard when she returned from 
Coos Bay. A full report will be made to the Bureau of the bacterio- 
logical examination as soon as it is completed. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy, at Angel Island Quarantine, re- 
ported May 30: 

Surg. H. W. Austin, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 
called on me on the afternoon of the 26th instant in regard to a case 
removed from the tug Wizard and sent to the hospital suffering with 
what was presumed to be a simple bubo. On the same day the man 
had died, and autopsy and microscopic findings are positive of plague. 
Doctor Currie is now engaged in making a bacteriological examination. 

I learned the following facts concerning the Wizard: She plies 
regularly between this port and Coos Bay, Oregon, towing lumber 
schooners. About May 4 she started on her regular round trip from 
this port and returned on the 12th. She lay on the night of the 12th 
at Howard No. 2. On the 13th instant she proceeded up Oakland 
Creek to haul scows, tying up at night at Boole's Wharf. She was 
engaged on this work on the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th, 
returning on the 18th to Howard No. 2, her regular wharf in San 
Francisco, where she lay for some days making repairs. She left this 
port again on the 24th instant for Coos Bay with a lumber schooner 
in tow, after which she was to proceed to Seattle. (See page 827, 
report of Dr. Hobdy, June 11.) 

The seaman in question had been sleeping continuously on the Wiz- 
ard for the last six weeks. At intervals he had taken his meals at a 
boarding house in San Francisco. 

The owners of the vessel, who gave me most of the above informa- 
tion, could not tell me whether the vessel had yet arrived at Coos Bay 
or not. In view of these facts, I sent the following telegram to Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Oakley and Acting Asst. Surg. E. E. Straw, at 
Port Townsend, Wash., and Marshfield, Oreg., respectively: 

Tug Wizard, hence 24th instant for Coos Bay, had sick sailor 
removed here who died of plague 25th instant. Vessel should be 
disinfected. 

I will disinfect the vessel on her return to this port, if this has not 
been done in the north. 1 have suggested to the executive officer of 
the board of health that an investigation into the mortality of rats in 
the vicinity of Howard No. 2 would be of interest, and also suggested 
that he take the necessary steps to determine whether the rats in this 
vicinity were infected with plague. The vessels of the Matson Navi- 
gation Company from Hilo and Honolulu berth at Howard No. 2. 

June 8. Surgeon Austin reported: 

Bacteriological examination confirms plague case. 

In confirmation of this telegram Surgeon Austin reported, June 10: 
Passed Assistant Surgeon D. H. Currie informs me that he has com- 
pleted the bacteriological examination in the case of plague which 
terminated fatally at this hospital May 26, and he confirms the pro- 
visional diagnosis reported. 

The San Francisco board of health has been informed of the result 
of the bacteriological examination. 
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June 11. Dr. Hobdy telegraphed: 

Tug Wizard struck on the 29th May. Sank ten minutes later. 
Crew escaped and were all caught and examined by me nine days 
later. All were well and were released. 

The following is received from Doctor Hobd3 T , June 11: 

May 29, while towing the barkentine Northwest at sea, the Wizard 
struck at 2.20 in the afternoon, sinking at 2.30, the crew, 12 in number, 
escaping to the barkentine Northwest. They remained on board the 
Northwest until the 5th instant when, owing to shortness of provisions, 
half of the crew, 6 in number, were transferred to the schooner 
Henry Wilson, bound to this port with a lumber cargo. On the morn- 
ing of the 6th instant, for the same reason, the remaining 6 members 
of the crew were transferred to the steamship Atlas, bound for Port 
Harford for oil. On the morning of the 7th instant, at 9 o'clock, the 
Atlas transferred these 6 men to the steamship City of Puebla bound 
for San Francisco. We boarded the latter vessel 2 hours later and ' 
gave the shipwrecked sailors a thorough examination, using both the 
thermometer and the glandular method. It was then 9 days from the 
date of the sinking of the tug Wizard. None of the men had high 
temperature, none had enlarged glands, and all were passed. Owing 
to the suddenness with which the catastrophe occurred, these men had 
to leave the Wizard in the clothing they happened to have on at the 
moment. In only one or two instances did any escape with as much 
as an extra suit of underwear. For this reason it is not believed that 
there was any danger of infecting the vessel to which they subse- 
quently transferred. 

The same precautions were taken in the examination of the remainder 
of the crew that arrived at this port on the schooner Henry Wilson late 
in the afternoon of the 7th instant. None of these men were sick, none 
had high temperature, none had any dunnage, and all were passed. 

No man was taken ill in any way while on the vessels named; all arrived 
here in perfect health, and their dunnage was practically nil. 

An examination of the crew and officers showed that there had been 
some slight mistakes in the statement made by her owners as to the 
whereabouts of this vessel prior to her sailing for Coos Bay on the 24th 
ultimo. She did dredging work in Oakland Creek only on the 13th, 
14th, and 15th of May, returning on the latter date to Howard No. 2, 
and during the period when the man was infected was lying at that 
dock. 

The bacteriological circle has been completed in the examination of 
the case itself, and the diagnosis is now absolutely confirmed. This 
was completed by Passed Assistant Surgeon Donald H. Currie on the 
9th instant. 

Report from Indianapolis, Ind. — Abatement in measles. 

Reports received from the board of health at Indianapolis, Ind., 
show, for the week ended June 2, 1907, 326 cases, 3 deaths from measles; 
week ended June 9, 221 cases, 2 deaths, showing decrease from the 
numbers reported for the two preceding weeks. 



